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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-10 and 27-34 are pending. 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of group I, claims 1-10 and 27-34 in the reply filed 
on 3/13/2009 is acknowledged. 

2. Claims 1 1-26 and 35-40 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected groups, there being no allowable generic or linking 
claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 3/13/2009. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non- statutory subject matter. 

Claim 1 is directed to computer program, i.e., software per se, which is not physical 
"things". It is neither computer component nor statutory process, as it is not "acts" being 
performed. Such claimed computer program does not define any structural and functional 
interrelationships between the computer program and other claimed elements of a computer 
which permit the computer program's functionality to be realized. In contrast, a claimed storage 
computer-readable medium encoded with a computer program is a computer element which 
defines structural and functional interrelationships between the computer program and the rest of 
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the computer which permit the computer program's functionality to be realized, and is thus 
statutory. 

Claims 2-10 fail to remedy the deficiencies of claim 1 above, and therefore are rejected 
under the same ground of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1, 2, 4-8 and 27-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Nishio (US 7,316,022 B2). 

As to claim 1, Nishio teaches a network device interaction system (abstract) comprising: 
an application component (application) that seeks to utilize a network device (when 

printing a document created by an application running on the client, user wants to print data 

using a printer ... to the network; col. 5, lines 24-25, lines 39-42); and 

a configuration system (the automatic driver down-loader/configurator 100 in the 

application 1 is activated; col. 5, lines 47-49) that automatically configures the network device to 

operate with the application component (When the user select . . . installs the drivers; col. 8, lines 

7-18). 
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As to claim 2, Nishio teaches wherein configuration of the network device comprises 
loading a driver associated with the device (The application 1 searches a driver database ... the 
application 1 installs the driver; col. 8, lines 11-18). 

As to claim 4, Nishio teaches wherein the device driver is loaded from a local data store 
(a driver database managed by the client OS; col. 8, lines 11-15). 

As to claim 5, Nishio teaches wherein the device driver is downloaded over the Internet 
(Driver URL ... a storage device of a server on the network; col. 7, lines 28-35). 

As to claim 6, Nishio teaches wherein the device driver is received from the network 
device (A configurator 7 executes the installation of a driver obtained from the printer; col. 4, 
lines 3-4 and The driver URL can be a URL to the printer; col. 11, lines 12-19). 

As to claim 7, Nishio teaches wherein the device driver is retrieved from a computer 
readable medium (a driver database managed by the client OS; col. 8, lines 11-15). 



As to claim 8, Nishio teaches wherein the device driver is retrieved from a computer over 
a local area network (Driver URL ... a storage device of a server on the network ; col. 7, lines 28- 
35). 
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As to claim 27, Nishio teaches a method of configuring a network device comprising: 
associating a network device with at least one other installed network device (a print 

setup window ... a printer selection box; col. 5, lines 19-23 and lines 50-57); 

locating a driver component associated with the network device (the application 1 

searches a driver database managed by the client OS for a corresponding driver; col. 8, lines 11- 

13); 

retrieving the driver component (inherent from "the application 1 installs the driver"; col. 
8, lines 17-18 or obtaining the driver from a predetermined storage region of a storage device of 
a server on the network; col. 7, lines 30-35, and the system installer 1009 obtains the printer 
driver stored in the ... client PC; col. 9, lines 59-62); and 

loading the driver component to facilitate installation of the network device (the 
application 1 installs the driver"; col. 8, lines 17-18 and installs the printer driver in the driver 
memory 1004; col. 9, lines 62-63). 

As to claim 28, Nishio teaches wherein the at least one other network device is a personal 
computer (personal computer; col. 5, lines 25-26). 

As to claim 29, Nishio teaches wherein locating a driver component comprises searching 
a local data store of the computer (The application 1 searches a driver database ... the application 
1 installs the driver; col. 8, lines 11-18). 
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As to claim 30, Nishio teaches wherein locating a driver component comprises searching 
a remote server (Driver URL ... a storage device of a server on the network ; col. 7, lines 28-35 
and the system installer 1009 obtains the printer driver stored in the external memory of the file 
server 1010; col. 9, lines 59-61). 

As to claim 31, Nishio teaches wherein searching a remote server is accomplished over 
the Internet (inherent from Driver URL ... a storage device of a server on the network ; col. 7, 
lines 28-35). 

As to claim 32, Nishio teaches wherein the driver component is retrieved from the 
network device(A configurator 7 executes the installation of a driver obtained from the printer; 
col. 4, lines 3-4 and The driver URL can be a URL to the printer; col. 11, lines 12-19). 

As to claim 33, Nishio teaches wherein the driver component is retrieved from the 
associated network device (The application 1 searches a driver database ... the application 1 
installs the driver; col. 8, lines 11-18). 

As to claim 34, it is the same as the method claim of claim 27 except this is a computer 
readable medium claim, and is rejected under the same ground of rejection.. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nishio (US 
7,316,022 B2) in view of Howard et al. (US 6,823,526 B2). 

As to claim 3, Nishio docs not teach wherein configuration of the system further 
comprises setting one or more registry keys. 

However, Howard teaches wherein configuration of the system further comprises setting 
one or more registry keys (The operating system ... in the registry; col. 7, lines 1 3-24, col. 8, 
lines 5-26). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention 
was made to apply the teaching of Howard to the system of Nishio because Howard teaches in 
details how the system installs a device driver to use with external device. 

8. Claims 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nishio 
(US 7,316,022 B2) in view of Chiles et al. (US 6,581,157 Bl). 

As to claim 9, Nishio does not teach wherein configuration of the network device further 
comprises updating device firmware to a newer firmware version packaged with the device 
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driver. However, Chiles teaches wherein configuration of the device further comprises updating 
device firmware to a newer firmware version packaged with the device driver (col. 1, lines 51- 
63, col. 6, lines 59-64 and col. 7, lines 28-35). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art, at the time the invention was made to apply the teaching of Chiles to the system 
of Nishio because Chiles teaches a method for updating a memory image in a non-volatile 
programmable memory in a device, so the device can provide new features and functions (col. 3, 
lines 36-38 and col. 6, line 59-64). 

As to claim 10, Nishio does not teach wherein configuration of the network device 
further comprises writing a copy of a most recent or current device driver package onto the 
network device. However, Chiles teaches wherein configuration of the network device further 
comprises writing a copy of a most recent or current device driver package (col. 6, lines 42-45 
and col. 7, line 19-25). Although Chiles does not teach on the network device, Nishio teaches the 
driver can be maintained in the network device (A configurator 7 executes the installation of a 
driver obtained from the printer; col. 4, lines 3-4 and The driver URL can be a URL to the 
printer; col. 11, lines 12-19). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill the art, the drive 
package in the device would be updated to reflect the change of the device. See claim 9 above 
for reason to apply the teaching of Chiles to the system of Howard. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. See PTO 892 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DIEM K. CAO whose telephone number is (571)272-3760. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30AM - 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung Sough can be reached on (571) 272-6799. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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